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For five years now Grisebach’s ORANGERIE auc-
tion has presented an outstanding crossover of 
artworks from different cultures with surprising 
connections with one another. 
 
Around the World: A bronze Buddha from the 
Wei Dynasty, made in the 5th century and thus 
one of the earliest testimonies to Buddhist cul-
ture in China, originates from the collection of 
the legendary Editha Leppich, who was an art 
dealer in Peking in the 1930s. The simplicity of 
the lines of a collection of 2,500-year-old jade 
pendants from Costa Rica is astonishing. These 
contrast with the accessories and clothing by 
Christian Dior who 70 years ago established his 
fashion house to create the perfect line for 
women. The ceremonial swing from Rajasthan 
was an exotic form of air-conditioning for India’s 
Hindu god Krishna; Peter Behrens’ unusually 
large ventilator of 1908 also caused a welcome 
draught and thus made industrial history. The 
juxtaposition of Namban laquerwork from Japan 
with a cabinet by the Baroque lacquer artist Gér-
ard Dagly is equally fascinating. 
 
Design Meets Movie: Two desks at the OR-
ANGERIE auction made design and film history. 
One of these, George Nelson’s Action Office – in 
1960 the world’s first office system – played a 
prominent role in Stanley Kubrick’s film “Space 
Odyssey”. The other, the design classic by the 
Danish designer Bodil Kjær, dating back to the 
early 1960s, was James Bond’s desk in “From 
Russia with Love”. 
 
From Russia with Love: The artworks from the 
Russian imperial court presented at the OR-
ANGERIE auction are outstanding. They include a 
10 kg silver tureen from the Perm service for 

Catherine the Great, which until 1930 was in the 
Russian State Treasury in the Hermitage. Grand 
Duchess Alexandra’s shiny golden Champagne 
cooler was part of what was probably the most 
extravagant trousseau the world had ever seen. 
Peter the Great’s midday cannon, which once 
“blasted” the time at Petersburg Fortress, is 
another curiosity.  
 
Sex Sells: The auction’s showpiece is a sculpture 
of a nude model for the Life Room of the 
Viennese Academy by Franz Xaver Seeger. The 
artist, who was Messerschmidt’s best friend, 
created this life-sized dancing figure in 1783 so 
that the students could familiarize themselves 
with the human anatomy and musculature. This 
piece is confronted with bellows from West Afri-
ca, which to our Western eyes look like a her-
maphrodite. 
 
Berlin, Berlin: The ORANGERIE also focuses on 
works which tell the city’s cultural history: They 
include a charming small head of a young girl by 
Christian Daniel Rauch, showing his beloved 
granddaughter, one of the rare opaque glass 
vases by Werner & Mieth, and also lamps from 
the Music Reading Room of the GDR State Li-
brary of 1968. 
 
The auction “ORANGERIE Selected Objects” 
shows – as is usual in an orangery – the best from 
all over the world. Epochs, genres and materials 
know no bounds in art.  The ORANGERIE thus en-
courages “crossover” when collecting. 
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Around the world:   
Franz Xaver Seegen, 
nude model, 1783  
(EUR 100-150,000),  
Thai, Rattanakosin 
Period, Buddha 
Sakyamuni, 19th 
century 
(EUR 12-15,000) and 
Sierra Leone, bel-
lows by a metal 
blacksmith from the 
Temne tribe, ca. 
1910/20 (EUR 6,000 
-8,000) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West Persian, 
Bakhtiari carpet, ca. 
1910 (EUR 2,000-
3,000), 
Peterhof stone-
cutting manufacto-
ry, pair of malachite 
tazzas,  
ca.1820  
(EUR 12,000-
15,000) 
and Sceaux fayence 
manufactory, tu-
reen with lid in the 
form of a cabbage, 
ca. 1760  
(EUR 14,000-
16,000)



 

 

  

   

Jan Fyt. Vogelkonzert. 1661.  
Öl auf Leinwand. Schätzpreis EUR 15.000–20.000 
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Chinese, northern Wei Dynasty. Votive figure of a seated Buddha. Early 
5th century. Bronze cast, chased; front gilded.  
Estimated price EUR 20,000-30,000 

 Jan Fyt. Vogelkonzert. 1661. 
Oil on canvas.  Estimated price EUR 15.000–20.000 
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Indian, Rajasthan. Ceremonial swing for the Krishna cult. Ca. 1900. 
Wood, carved, painted; iron.  
Estimated price EUR 20,000-30,000 

 Carl Johann Tegelstein. Bottle cooler from the service of Grand Duchess 
Alexandra Nikolaevna of Russia (1825–1844). 1843. Silver, cast, repoussé, 
chased, gilded. Estimated price EUR 20,000–25,000 
 

   

Werner & Mieth, Berlin. Opaque glass potpourri vase. Ca. 1795/1800.  
Milk glass; bronze, cast, chased, gilded.  
Estimated price EUR 8,000-12,000 

 Follower of Gérard Dagly. Cabinet. 1718.  
Softwood; black and gold lacquer, flat and raised decoration.  
Estimated price EUR 30,000–35,000 

 


